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Variole du singe (orthopoxvirose simienne)

Poxvirus pathogènes pour l’être humain *
Famille : Poxviridae

Genres:

- Orthopoxvirus
- Virus de la variole VARV
- Virus monkeypox MPXV
- Virus cowpox CPXV

- Parapoxvirus (virus de l’Orf ORFV)

- Molluscipoxvirus (virus du molluscum contagiosum MOCV) 

- Yatapoxvirus (virus tanapox TANV)

Génome: ADN bicaténaire linéaire

Taille 300-350 x 200-270 nm

*Chapitre  Poxviridae (O. Ferraris, A. Ferrier-Rambert; C Peyrefitte). Traité de Virologie Médicale SFM 2ème édition (2019) 
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VM Ferré et al. ( Bichat-Claude Bernard)

13 sujets/200 (6,5%) asymptomatiques MPXV+ :
- 8 VIH+ avec CV indétectable et CD4 > 500/mm3 (sauf 1 
ayant 123 CD4/mm3)
- Tous recontactés : restant asymptomatiques sauf 2 
(éruption anale pour un et pharyngite fébrile pour autre)
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Situation mondiale

au 24 nov 2022
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Varicelle

Chancre Syphilis

Herpes simplex

Molluscum 
contagiosum Aphtes

Différentes lésions et 
Diagnostic différentiel
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Genre Femmes trans (assignées sexe 
mâle à la naissance)(n=62)

Femmes cis  (n=69) et 
non-binaires (n=5)

Travailleurs du sexe 55% 1%

Partenaires multiples mâles 73% 12%

Partenaire mâle régulier 13% 59%

Nb de partenaires sexuels dans 
3 derniers mois, médiane (IQR)

10 (2-50) 1 (1-2)

Sexe anal et oral 76% 1%

Sexe vaginal+/- oral 0 57%

Transmission suspectée
- Contact sexuel
- Domicile, Contact proche 
- Profession santé

89%
0
0

61%
18%
5%

VIH+, PreP 50% , 29% 8%, 1%

Nb de lésions, médiane (IQR) 10 (3-20) 10 (5-33)

Lésions péri-anales, vulvaires 76%, 2% 24%, 59%
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«Results from an in vitro study showed that cultured ortho-poxviruses may remain infectious at 

room temperature on galvanized steel and glass under laboratory conditions for 3 days (89-100% 
relative humidity) or up to 42 days (1-10% relative humidity) in the absence of organic load. 

Variola virus in crusts obtained from a single smallpox patient with an initial viral load of 
approximately 2.2 x 108 could remain infectious in a sterile bottle at room temperature for up to 8 
weeks at 85-90% relative air humidity.

Vaccinia viruses could be inactivated by at least 4 log10 in suspension tests and on artificially
contaminated surfaces by 70% ethanol ( 1 min), 0.2% peracetic acid ( 10 min) and 1-10% of a 
probiotic cleaner (1 h), mostly shown with different types of organic load. 

Hydrogen peroxide (14.4%) and iodine (0.04-1%) were effective in suspension tests, sodium 
hypochlorite (0.25-2.5%; 1 min), 2% glutaraldehyde (10 min) and 0.55% orthophthalaldehyde (5 

min) were effective on artificially contaminated surfaces. »
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